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PORCELAIN NIGHTLIGHT IN THE SHAPE OF A VASE WITH "ALDOBRANDINIAN WEDDING". 

KPM. Berlin.

Date: Around 1810.
Technique: Porcelain, enriched in colours and gold.
Description: Consisting of two component parts. The short, round foot on square shaped plinth is
carrying the slim, ovoid body of the vase. The foot as well as the lower part of the vase
with finest arabesque decor in etched gold on copper or dark blue fond. The upper half
with circumferential, figurative frieze showing an antique wedding party. The frieze
shaped in relief made of bisque porcelain on etched gold-fond. Inside, on the bottom of
the vase, threedimensional flower, surrounded by five small manufacturing holes. The upper
part with slender vase neck and angular handles. The bottom rim again with etched gold
decor on copper coloured fond. The high, curved neck partially pierced in blossom shapes
and decorated with pharaoh mascarons. Additional gold decor on blush coloured fond. Short,
slightly funnel-shaped rim with palmette-acanthus frieze.
Measurement: Height 34,5cm.
Mark: Scepter mark, 4 & 34 stamped.

Provenance:
Private collection Berlin.

The scene, depicted in the relief on the vase corpus, is based on a Roman fresco from Augustinian times known as the
"Aldobrandinian Wedding". The fresco, named after its first owners, was rediscovered around 1601 during the
construction of a house near the church of San Giuliano in Rome and has since been in the possession of the princes
Aldobrandini. In 1818 it was purchased by the Vatican and installed at the "Sala di Sansone", now "Sala delle Nozze
Aldobrandine", at the Apostolic Library. Since its rediscovery, the fresco has had a great appeal to both artists and
scholars, and has also been the object of art historical research. Especially since the 18th century, in the course of the
increasing interest in the "Grand Tour", the popularity of the fresco grew due to the publication of numerous
copperplate prints. The fresco played a significant role in the development of the classicistic style.The fresco served also
as a model for several copies, such as a painting by Johann Heinrich Meyer in Goethe's house at the Frauenplan in
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Weimar, which was created after they had travelled together in Italy in 1795/96.
Following the spirit of the time, the Berlin porcelain manufactory took up the popular topic as well and realized it on
this vase.

Estimate: 20.000 € - 25.000 €
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