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LIDDED IVORY CHALICE. 

Nuremberg. 
Date: Late 17th century/early 18th century.
Technique: Ivory.
Description: Cylindrical, simple body with two circumferential round bar profiles. The lid slightly
protruding with a high knob with a wide disc and a small final spigot.
Measurement: Height 25cm.
Mark: On the bottom, sales label of the New York art dealer Mathias Komor.
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The art of ivory turning
With fast turning movements, the particularly homogeneous and valuable natural material ivory was worked into shape
on lathes. Through the combination of different motion sequences, artistic products were created. Initially regarded as
a purely technical craft, turning increasingly established itself as an artistic, creative pursuit.
From the 16th to the late 18th century, ivory turning developed into a particularly popular pastime among the high
aristocracy and also became part of princely education. As a result, numerous ivory turneries found their way into art
chambers. "The turned ivory pieces of art became genuine works of the Kunstkammer, collector's items in which
mechanics and mathematics were united in beauty."
In order to be able to pursue this occupation in the best possible way, many courts set up their own turning
workshops, which were equipped with increasingly complicated machinery as the level of skill advanced. For example,
Emperor Rudolf II. (reigned 1576-1612) had his own turning room set up in Prague Castle, and the Wittelsbach dynasty
also equipped themselves with such a room in the Munich Residence. Duke Maximilian I (r. 1597 - 1651), later Elector
was particularly ambitious in the art of turning. This is evidenced by the numerous works he made and his still
preserved turning lathe in the Bavarian National Museum.
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Despite the great ambitions of the feudal lords, it was mainly ivory artists such as the Zick family from Nuremberg who
knew how to give the material an artistic shape. They are also credited with the invention of contrefait turning.

Estimate: 20.000 € - 22.000 €
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